
Welcome! 
ST. MARTIN—LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Reverend James Chinery, Pastor 
Randy Bickel, Family Life/Youth 

Lori Quinn, Administrator 
Renee Mason, Dir. POM  

 

10995 Canada Road 
Birch Run, MI 48415 

 989-624-9204 
 

Sunday Worship 8 am & 10:45 am 
Wednesday 7 pm  

 
www.stmartinbirchrun.org 

Do They Really Know You? 
 

The story is told of a rather self-important man who made it his mis-
sion to visit the Sunday school classes in his church each week. Often 
teachers were a little intimidated by him sitting there in silent judg-
ment. One young woman nervously asked him if he would like to 
speak a few words to the class. Of course he would like to! So he 
stood in front of the little ones, and he said, "Why do you suppose 
people call me a Christian?" 
 
No one answered. Nobody moved. 
 
So he asked again: "Why do you think people call me a Christian?" 
Silence! Blank stares. 
 
"Come on!" he said. "Somebody can give me an answer! Why do  
people call me a Christian?" 
 
And finally one small hand worked its way hesitantly above a young 
head. He pointed expectantly toward the girl. 
 
"Why do you suppose people call me a Christian?" he asked her. 
 
"Maybe," she said with a tremor in her voice, "because they don't  
really know you?" (Humor from Christian Globe). 
 
 
How well do people know you? If they had to guess whether you 
were a Christian or not, what do you think the outcome of their  
assessment would be? Now, we want to be careful here. We are not 
looking at anybody and saying they aren’t Christian. We are saying 
that our actions should scream (or in the case of us Lutherans  
metaphorical screaming), “I am a Christian!” 
 
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Matthew 5:14 

Reaching, Bringing, Touching 

June 2016 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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And hope does not 
put us to shame,  

because God’s love 
has been poured 

out into our hearts 
through the Holy 
Spirit, who has 

been given to us. 
  

Romans 5:5 
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LCMS News: Called to Serve (Pastor Bradley Yops) 
In the summer of 2014, Flint LCMS Tri-Circuit pastors took a prayerful look at 
transforming one of its member churches on Flint’s east side into an urban mission 
center to meet the needs of a neighborhood in disrepair. 
 
The Michigan District LCMS agreed to support an attainable plan to preserve a 
meaningful presence in the community. 
 
A Flint Eastside Mission task force of LCMS pastors set goals and strategies to re-
cruit congregational support. The plan required a 5-year financial and servanthood 
commitment from interested individuals and congregations. A video and brochure 
were developed and presented to member congregations to recruit support. 
By April of 2015, volunteers from nine congregations committed to perform Operation Clean Up in cooper-
ation with the Genesee County Land Bank. This “clean and green” effort resulted in mowing and clearing 
debris from more than 175 vacant lots on numerous weekends throughout the summer by more than 500 
volunteers. 
 
If you are up to the challenge to be the hands and feet of Christ in this effort, let Isaiah 6:8 be your battle 
cry. And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, 
“Here I am! Send me.” 
 

For more information visit: http://www.franklinavemission.org/ 

Summer Activities at St. Martin 
Mark your calendar for these upcoming events! 

 
New Member Orient Saturday, June 4th, 9 am 

Elder Training Saturday, June 11, 9 am 

Congregational Meeting June 26th after 2nd service 

One Worship Service Sunday, July 24, 10 am 

Church Picnic July 24th after 2nd service 
 Englehardt Park 
 
VBS (Barnyard Round-up) July 25 to July 29 

Garage Sale Aug 18 to Aug 20th 
 Fellowship Hall, Outside 
 
Church camp-out Aug 26 to Aug 28 
 Krystal Lake Campground 

VBS 2016 
 

St. Martin VBS, July 25-29 from 9 
though Noon, along with possibly 
some evenings for those who can't 
make the day time, we will be having 
the "Barnyard Roundup" as our VBS! 
This is a great opportunity to share 
God's Love & Word with many fami-
lies in our communities! We will be 
starting our roundup for donations, 
volunteers, registrations for children 
now. So if you want a way to share 
God's blessings with those around us 
sign up at church. Any questions 
check with Randy. 
Hope to see you 
there, serving God!  
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Prayer List 
Terry Minar 

Carmen Cencer 
Jim Grant 

David 
Dawn Frier 

Robert Weller 
Al Bailey 

Linda Siebald 
William Smith 

Sonya 
Dawn Frier 

Robert Weller 
Payton Matzke 

Nora Young 
Shirley Schmitzer 
Call Committee 

St. Paul School (Flint) 
President Maier 

President Harrison 
President Obama 

Tim’s 20 yr. sobriety 
 

Church Triumphant 
Beverly Rose-
Wanamaker 

Lyle Pickelman 

Call Committee Update 
Our preparations have been made to begin the process 

of filling our open position of Director of Worship and 

Music. The members of our call committee are Al 

Fruendt (Chair), Lexi Welch, Miranda Riness, Cierra Pe-

terson, Tom Coughlin, John Warnick and Pastor Jim. 

 
We have received eight candidates from the MI District, 
and will soon begin phone interviews. After the phone 
interviews we will be inviting one or more of the candi-
dates to come to St. Martin to share God’s word 
through their musical Gifts.  
 
Please continue to pray for our call committee, and the 
man or woman God has already chosen to be part of 
our family at St. Martin! 

Wellspring Lutheran 

In February, 2016 Randy Bickel and Pastor Jim 

began a partnership with Wellspring Lutheran 

services to provide chaplain services to their 

Frankenmuth location, and Hospice care to their 

patients in Saginaw County. Please continue to 

pray for this partnership, so that both Randy and 

I can continue to serve the good people of St. 

Martin as well as our  

community. 

“Now, properly speaking, grace is never in a 

person’s heart, but in God’s heart. First a per-

son must believe. After that he may feel. Feel-

ing proceeds from faith—not faith from  

feeling.”  (C.F.W. Walther) 


